
553

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Apr. 13

of Ireland and Northern Ireland the chance to
choose peace over conflict, indeed, to choose
life over death.

When I visited Ulster, and later the Republic
of Ireland, the great Nobel Prize-winning Irish
poet, Seamus Heaney, gave me a stanza from
a poem he wrote that today hangs on the wall
of my office in the upstairs of the White House.
Its message has a special meaning today. Here’s
what it says:

History says, Don’t hope
On this side of the grave.

But then, once in a lifetime
The longed-for tidal wave
Of justice can rise up,
And hope and history rhyme.

What a wonderful Easter gift for the Irish,
Irish-Americans, and lovers of peace every-
where.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on
April 10 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 11.

Statement on School Crime
April 12, 1998

Today the Attorney General and Secretary of
Education forwarded to me an important, but
troubling, study on school crime. Although the
study shows that the overall crime rate in our
schools did not change significantly between
1989 and 1995, it confirms that some schools
have serious problems. Most disturbing, the
study found that the number of students report-
ing gangs in their schools has nearly doubled.
This is unacceptable. Gangs—and the guns,
drugs, and violence that go with them—must
be stopped from ever reaching the schoolhouse
door.

Congress can help lead the way by passing
the antigang and youth violence strategy that

I sent to them more than a year ago. It is
based on what we know works—tough, targeted
deterrence and better antigang prevention.
Through this approach, police and prosecutors
in Boston literally disarmed the gangs and
brought juvenile gun murders to a halt. We
should not wait any longer to help other com-
munities do the same.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 11, but it
was embargoed for released until 6:30 p.m. on
April 12.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
April 13, 1998

The President. Thank you. Good morning.
Isn’t it a wonderful morning? Let me say, I
want to thank all the volunteers and all the
sponsors who’ve made this wonderful day pos-
sible for thousands and thousands of young peo-
ple.

I also want to say that the first official White
House egg roll occurred here in 1878 when
President Rutherford Hayes was living in the
White House. Now, a lot of things have changed
since then, but the most important thing today
that you need to know is that for the very first

time, hundreds of thousands of young people
will be experiencing the White House egg roll
through the Internet, thanks to EarthLinks, and
I want to thank them for that.

I’d also like to thank a number of others,
and especially Sun Microsystems, for all the
work that’s been done to try to open the White
House to people around the world and espe-
cially around our country. But this day is special
because of what EarthLinks has done to let lots
and lots of young people who never could come
to the White House be part of the egg roll.
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